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Column 8 . Line 33, Claim 7, "where sacrificial" should read - where all sacrificial - 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed April 19, 2006, Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of the above-referenced application 
in view of the amendments and remarks that follow. 

Amendments to the Claims : Page 2 
Remarks/Arguments : Page 7 



Response to Apr19 Final.doc 
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Claim 19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1^, wherei n the 
Gtop of removing tho sacrif i c i al po l ym e r compr i s e s removing the sacrificial 
layor to define material creates an air-region within each of^the at least 
first and second distinct portions the ov e rcoat lay e r , the framing materia l 
engaging at least a portion of the air r e gion on an insid e surfac e of th e 
framing material and engaging the overcoat layor on an outo i do surfac e of 
tho framing matoria l. 

Claim 20 (Canceled) 



Claim 21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1% where in tho 
said f raming material layer is selected from Si02, Si3N4, SiOxNy (where x 
is from 0.01 to 2 and y is from 0.01 to 1.33). and AI2O. 



Claim 22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1N§, wherem the 
sacrificial polvmer material is selected from poly i midos, po l ynorbornones, 
opoxidos, po l yarylonos others, polyarylonos, inorganic g l asses 
polvnorbornenes. polycarbonates, poivethers, polyesters, functionalized 
compounds of each, and combinations thereof. 



Claim (Currently Amended) A method for fabricating a 
microstructure, comprising: 

providing a structure comprising 

a substrate, 

an overcoat layer , whorein tho ovorcoat l ayor is 
comprisino a material selected from polynorbornenes, epoxides, 
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potyorylonee Dolvarvlene ethers, parylenes, and combinations 
thereof, 

a Plurality of s acrificlat polymer lay e r portions disposed 



in an oroa within the overcoat layer, each of such portions 
comprisino a sacrificial polvmer material selected from 
polycarbonates, poi^hfers, polyesters, functionalized compounds 
of each, and combinations thereof. - af^ 

a framing material laver disposed over each sacrificial 
polvmer portion and enqaaino one or more sides of each sacrificiai 
Q polvmer portion on the inside of the framing material lever and 

enoaoing the overcoat laver on the outside of the framing material 
layer where c ovoring a li ^acrifictar polvmer p ortions of the saorifioiol 
po l ym e r l ayer a framing material that would otherwise contact the 
overcoat laye r are engaged : and 

removing the sacrificial polymer layer material fr om each of the 
sacrificial polvmer portions v ia thermal decomposition to form an air- 
rftjinn within th e aroa definod by tho caoriftoial mat e ria l therein, such that 
the inside of said framing material layer engages each air-region and the 
outside of said framing material laver engages the overcoat layer . 



Claim^^ (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2®, wherew the 
sacrificial layef polymer material is solvent-Incompatible with the material 
of the o vercoa t laver. 
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